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Canadians feeling
flush in Washington

CURRENCIES EQUAL FOR FIRST TIME SINCE ’76

Shops here relish new influx from the north

BY DREW DESILVER

Seattle Times business reporter
Kim Stark and Mark Critten-

den of Burnaby, B.C., had just

finished shopping at the Gap

and Banana Republic outlet

stores in Snohomish County’s

Quil Ceda Village — a rest stop
on their trip to Nordstrom in Se-
attle — when they paused to
consider the rise of the Canadi-
an dollar against its U.S. cousin.
“Isn’t it great!” Stark exulted.
Nearby, a trio of women from

Vancouver, B.C., barely paused
as they headed toward the
sprawling outlet mall alongside
Interstate 5. How did they feel
about the high-flying loonie?
“That’s why we’re running — be-
cause the shopping is so good,”
one called out over her shoul-
der.

Americans who remember a
few years back when one U.S.
dollar could buy $1.40 or $1.50

in Canadian goods had better
get used to some new math.

For the first time since 1976,
the Canadian dollar — nick-
named the “loonie” because of
the loon depicted on the $1 coin
— is worth as much as a green-
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Real-estate agent Mike Kent shows a Blaine property to Sue
Walker, 54, right, of Langley, B.C., and daughter Wendy
Thompson, 29. Walker is ready to pay cash for a second home.
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SIGNED PROFILE

She’d blamed past
inaccurate reports
on errors by her staff

BY KEITH ERVIN
Seattle Times staff reporter

King County Councilwoman
Jane Hague was adamant last
week.

She repeatedly denied that
she had inflated her résumé by
falsely claim-
ing to be a uni-
versity gradu-
ate. When
asked by a Se-
attle Times re-
porter about
published re-
ports in past

King County  years that stat-
Council- ed she had a
degree, Hague
woman Jane shot back, “Are
Hague you trying o
call me a liar?”

Now a document from the
files of the Municipal League of
King County shows she signed
and then submitted a biographi-
cal sketch in 1993 that stated
she had earned a bachelor of sci-
ence degree in business and eco-
nomics from Western Michigan
University.

Hague attended the university
1964-68, but the school says she

Please see > HAGUE, A17

The Municipal
League sent a letter
to Hague in 1993
asking her to
proofread the
biography she had
submitted: “Please
review this
information for
accuracy and sign
your name at the
bottom of this page
to indicate that you
have approved the
information ...”

SEE THE BIO THAT

RACE AND CRIME | Case of “Jena Six” draws thousands into streets

Rally puts justice system on trial

“IT’S NOT JUST ABOUT JENA”

One of biggest civil-rights demonstrations
in years centers on a nationwide issue

BY MARY FOSTER
The Associated Press

JENA, La. — Drawn by a case
tinged by one of the most-hat-

ed symbols of Old South rac-
ism — a hangman’s noose tied
to an oak tree — tens of thou-
sands of protesters rallied

Thursday against what they
see as a double standard of
prosecution.

The plight of the “Jena Six”
became a flashpoint for one of
the biggest civil-rights demon-
strations in years. Five of the
black teens were initially
charged with attempted mur-
der in the beating of a white
classmate. The sixth was

SHARON STEINMANN / THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
Protesters from Missouri join others Thursday in Jena, La., to demonstrate in support of six black teenagers known as the Jena Six. The Jena case involves the
charging of the teens in the beating of a white student and has grown into a debate over how whites and blacks are treated in the justice system.

booked as a juvenile on sealed
charges.

Old-guard civil-rights lions
such as the Revs. Jesse Jackson
and Al Sharpton joined scores
of college students bused in
from across the nation who
said they wanted to make a
stand for racial equality just as
their parents did in the 1950s
and ’60s.

Many participants said they
also wanted to make a state-
ment about what they think is
unequal treatment blacks re-
ceive from the criminal-justice
system everywhere.

“There’s Jenas in Atlanta,
there’s Jenas in New York,
there’s Jenas in Florida and
there are Jenas all over Texas,”
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